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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -38 have been examined and are rejected. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 4-7, 9-15, 17-20, 23-26, 28-34, and 36-38 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Presley (US PGPub 2003/0105838) and 
Masterson et al. (US PGPub 2003/001 8755.) 

4. As per claims 1 and 20, Presley teaches managing configuration information of a 
network device (Presley, paragraph 0002), comprising: 

at the network device, (1) maintaining running configuration information of the 
network device, (Presley, paragraph 0036, first sentence) 

(2) changing the running configuration information in response to (i) configuration 
change requests received from a network management system at a first interface 
(Presley, paragraph 0033) 
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(3) in response to receiving an upload configuration request from the network 
management system, transferring a configuration file containing the running 
configuration information to the network management system; and (Presley, paragraph 
0065-0066, and figure 10) 

at the network management system, (1) maintaining a database including 
configuration information for the network device, the configuration information potentially 
being outdated due to the configuration change requests received by the network 
device at the second interface, and (Presley, paragraph 0034) 

(2) under predetermined conditions, (i) sending an upload configuration request 
to the network device and subsequently receiving the configuration file from the network 
device, and (ii) updating the configuration information in the database using the 
contents of the configuration file (Presley, paragraph 0035-0036.) 

However, Presley fails to teach changing the running configuration information in 
response to (ii) configuration change requests received from outside the network 
management system at a second interface. Masterson teaches a network management 
system with a centralized database of configuration information that is controlled from 
outside the management system at a secondary interface (Masterson, paragraph 0032- 
0033.) It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to have combined Presley and Masterson to provide the 
secondary interface of Masterson in the system of Presley, because doing so would 
allow an advantageous web-based approach providing a sophisticated and inexpensive 
graphical user interface to the end network components (Masterson, paragraph 0009.) 
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5. As per claims 4 and 23, Presley-Masterson teaches the system further wherein 
the configuration file has an extensible format (Presley, paragraph 0036 and Masterson, 
paragraph 0033.) 

6. As per claims 5 and 24, Presley-Masterson teaches the system further wherein 
the format of the configuration file employs extensible markup language (Presley, 
paragraph 0036 and Masterson, paragraph 0033.) 

7. As per claims 6 and 25, Presley-Masterson teaches the system further wherein 
the network management system includes a network management client 
communicatively coupled to a network management server (Masterson, paragraph 
0033.) 

8. As per claims 7 and 26, Presley-Masterson teaches the system further wherein 
the network management system includes a network management client 
communicatively coupled to a network management server, (Masterson, paragraph 
0033) and wherein the sending of the upload configuration request and the updating of 
the information in the database occur at the network management server in response to 
the receipt of a synchronization request from the network management client 
(Masterson, paragraph 0035.) 
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9. As per claims 9 and 28, Presley-Masterson teaches the system further 
comprising sending a refresh event from the network management server to the 
network management client upon updating the information in the database (Masterson, 
paragraph 0039, wherein the device is sent the updated configuration), and responding 
to the refresh event at the network management client by updating a user display with 
updated configuration information for the network device (Masterson, paragraph 0050, 
specifically the status section.) 

10. As per claims 10 and 29, Presley-Masterson teaches the system further 
comprising sending a status report from the network management server to the network 
management client upon receiving the configuration file from the network device and 
updating the information in the database, the status report indicating to the network 
management client that the synchronization request has been successfully carried out 
(Masterson, figure 4, item 412.) 

11. As per claims 1 1 and 30, Presley-Masterson teaches the system further wherein 
the network management client includes a graphical user interface (Masterson, 
paragraph 0025), and wherein the synchronization request is sent from the network 
management client to the network management server in response to a user's activation 
(Masterson, paragraph 0035) of a control object on the graphical user interface 
(Masterson, figure 8, item 804.) 
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12. As per claims 12 and 31, Presley-Masterson teaches the system further wherein 
the control object comprises a push button (Masterson, figure 8, item 804.) 

13. As per claims 13 and 32, Presley-Masterson teaches the system further wherein 
the control object comprises a selectable menu item (Masterson, paragraph 0050, last 
sentence.) 

14. As per claims 14 and 33, Presley-Masterson teaches the system further wherein 
the sending of the upload configuration request and the updating of the information in 
the database also occur at the network management server in response to the receipt of 
a trap message from the network device (Masterson, paragraph 0035.) 

15. As per claims 15 and 34, Presley-Masterson teaches the system further wherein 
the trap message is sent upon power-up of the network device (Masterson, paragraph 
0035.) 

16. As per claims 17 and 36, Presley-Masterson teaches the system further wherein 
the sending of the upload configuration request and the updating of the information in 
the database occur in response to the receipt by the network management system of a 
message from the network device (Masterson, paragraph 0035.) 
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17. As per claims 18 and 37, Presley-Masterson teaches the system further wherein 
the message from the network device comprises a trap message (Masterson, 
paragraph 0035.) 

18. As per claims 19 and 38, Presley-Masterson teaches the system further 
comprising: at the network device, saving the running configuration information in 
response to save requests received from the network management system; (Masterson, 
figure 4, item 414, wherein the device saves the configuration as per request from the 
management system) and at the network management system, under predetermined 
conditions, sending a save request to the network device (Masterson, figure 4.) 

19. Claims 2, 3, 8, 16 21, 22, 27 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Presley (US PGPub 2003/0105838) and Masterson et al. (US 
PGPub 2003/0018755), further in view of Hasan et al. (US PGPub 2003/0028624.) 

20. As per claims 2 and 21 , Presley-Masterson teaches the above, yet fails to teach 
wherein the second interface includes a command line software interface. Hasan 
teaches the use of a command line interface in administrating a network management 
system (Hasan, paragraph 0039.) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to have combined Presley-Masterson and Hasan to provide the 
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command line interface of Hasan in the system of Presley-Masterson, because doing so 
would allow an alternative input method for the administrator. 

21. As per claims 3 and 22, Presley-Masterson-Hasan teaches the system further 
wherein the second interface includes a dial-up connection (Masterson, paragraph 
0030, sentence one and two.) 

22. As per claims 8 and 27, Presley-Masterson teaches the system further 
comprising sending an update event from the network management server to the 
network management client in response to the receipt of the synchronization request 
and responding to the update event at the network management client (Masterson, 
paragraph 0039.) However, Presley-Masterson fail to teach wherein client is updating a 
user display to indicate that a synchronization operation with respect to the network 
device is in progress. 

Hasan teaches displaying the status of operations with respect to current network 
operations. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to have combined Presley-Masterson and Hasan to provide the 
status display of Hasan in the system of Presley-Masterson, because doing so would 
allow an administrator to see the current status of network operations. 

23. As per claims 16 and 35, Presley-Masterson teaches the above, yet fails to teach 
wherein the network device includes functional features for supporting virtual routed 
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networks, and wherein the configuration information includes information pertaining to at 
least one specific virtual routed network supported by the network device. Hasan 
teaches specifying policies and configurations for virtual routed networks from a network 
management system (Hasan, paragraph 0061.) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to have combined Presley-Masterson and Hasan to provide the 
virtual routed network support of Hasan in the system of Presley-Masterson, because 
doing so would allow expanded network support capabilities. 



Conclusion 

24. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. This includes US Patents 6,259,679 and 6,480,955, and US 
PGPub 2002/0069272. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nicholas Taylor whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3889. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am to 5:30pm, 
with alternating Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on (571) 272-3880. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 305-3718. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Nicholas Taylor 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2141 




